
Breaking Open The Word 2016 

 
 
October 23, 2016  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Lectionary: 150  Gospel LK 18:9-14 
Jesus addressed this parable to those who were convinced of their own righteousness and despised everyone else.  
“Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.  The Pharisee 
took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, ‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity -- 
greedy, dishonest, adulterous -- or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.’ 
But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and prayed, 
‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; for whoever exalts himself 
will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 
Spiritual Reflection:  Christian Music Group Casting Crown has a powerful song called “Stained Glass Masquerade.”  In 
this song they suggest that many of us attend Church with masks on (pretending to be all perfect) and this is a shame 
because Church is the place where we should be able to come and remove our masks.  This is the one place where we 
should be able to come and be the person God created us to be. 

 
Spiritual Questions: 
1. How welcoming is your Church? 
2. How welcoming are you? 
3. Are you afraid to admit to God that you need help because of what others might think? 
4. Has your faith help you heal a particular wound in your life? 
5. What is the easiest mask you put on? What is the hardest one to take off? 
 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/18:9

